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Alan Harrell earns 2016 Hurkey Creek Award
The Hurkey Creek Award is pre-

sented each year to a St. Andrew 
individual or couple for outstanding 
service to the church and/or com-
munity.

St. Andrew members are nomi-
nated for the award by other mem-
bers and then the list of nominees 
is sent to past Hurkey Creek Award 
recipients who vote for the individual 
or couple they feel is most deserving 
of the award.

Following is the wording of the 
award that was presented to this 
year’s recipient:

The recipient of the 2016 Hurkey 
Creek Award has been a familiar 
face—and voice—on Sunday morn-
ings because he has sung in the 
choir for many years. However, as St. 
Andrew member Barbara Cousins 
noted, there’s another not-so-well-
known side to this year’s honoree: 
Alan Harrell.

“Aside from the choir where he’s 
in the forefront, Alan is one of those 
quiet people who does so much that 
people may not know about,” said 
Barbara, a St. Andrew deacon. 

To grow and flourish, a church 
depends on the commitment, gener-
osity, leadership and love of its mem-
bers. Ever since joining St. Andrew in 
1985,  Alan has demonstrated those 
qualities as he took on various re-
sponsibilities.

Alan served a three-year term 
as a deacon, and went on to serve 
on the Session. Between 1990 and 
2013, he was elected to six three-year 
terms as an elder, and he assumed 
several committee chairmanships in-
cluding mission, worship, nominat-
ing and adult education. In addition 
to serving as adult education chair, 

he facilitated adult Sunday school 
classes after worship services and 
also led Bible studies. Barbara par-
ticipated in those studies and classes. 

“They were very informative,” she 
said. “And he has a way of encour-
aging people to express their point 

Alan Harrell is presented the Hurkey Creek Award at a luncheon at St. 
Andrew by LOG chair Chris Mahr.

Shock, sadness and disappointment greeted the announcement last 
month by Interim Pastor Mike Wallman that he is leaving St. Andrew to ac-
cept the interim pastor position at the First Presbyterian Church in Oceanside.

Pastor Mike announced his decision to the Session on May 17 and to 
the congregation at the May 22 service. He sent a letter about his decision to 
congregation members after the announcement.

Mike said he was approached by the Oceanside church, offered the posi-
tion and struggled tremendously before finally deciding to accept it. “After 
thinking a lot about it, I decided this is where God is leading me,” he told the 
Session. “God is behind it and when God is behind it, it’s good.”

St. Andrew’s interim pastor for about a year and a half, Mike said his 
last day will be June 30. He will take some time off before starting at the 
Oceanside church July 18. He intends to continue being very involved at St. 
Andrew in his remaining days here, including participating in Vacation Bible 
School June 20-24.

Pastor Mike Wallman to accept new position

(Continued on page 8.)

(Continued on page 8.)
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There is a time for everything 
and a season for every activity 
under heaven. —Ecclesiastes 4:1

Well, as you have probably 
heard by now, my season as 
the interim pastor of St. Andrew 
Community Presbyterian Church 
is coming to an end June 30th. 
God has given me a clear calling 
to be the interim pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church of Oceanside. 
This was not an easy decision to 
make on one level because Joni 
and I have really grown to love St. 
Andrew but God’s ways are not our 
ways. However, whenever God is 
moving and changing things you can 
be assured that it will be good.

The writer of Ecclesiastes states 
that there is a season for every 
activity. While most of us don’t like 
change, the truth is that change is 
inevitable. Interim seasons for the 
church are all about change. It’s part 
of the health of the church. When 
one pastor leaves another is called 
to take the church into the future. 
Each pastor has a certain giftedness 
and skill set to serve the church and 
God puts us together for a season 
according to His timing. He knows 
what’s best for the right season for 
churches and individuals.

Continuing in Ecclesiastes 4: 
There is a time to embrace and 
a time to refrain (Eccl. 4:5). It has 
been great to embrace you for these 
18 months, but now it is time to let 
go of each other and embrace the 
next adventure God has planned. 
Remember Romans 8:28: And 
we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who 
love Him, who have been called 
according to His purpose. You and I 
love God and take seriously our call 
to follow the guidance of His good 
pleasure. Be encouraged and know 
that your next pastor will be just the 
right person for the right time.

It has been a pleasure to be your 
interim pastor. You have welcomed 
Joni and me with much love and joy. 
You have taught us about life in the 
desert. We have grown much in our 
faith walk and we hope you have 
too. I believe the Session and I have 
worked hard to make St. Andrew 
a more effective ministry. I will be 
leaving you knowing that you are in 
a better place than when I arrived. 
Keep up the good work we began 
and watch how God will bless the 
community around you.

Thank you for your love 
and partnership in mission and 
ministry. God will continue to 
perfect in and through you His 

good work.
Blessings in Christ,

Pastor Mike

April beginning balance .................................................... $21,221
Income ................................................................................ $21,135
Expense .............................................................................. $23,197
April ending balance ......................................................... $19,158
Deacons April beginning balance ...................................... $2,462
Income ..................................................................................... $104
Expense ....................................................................................... $0
April ending balance ........................................................... $2,566
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From left, new members Clarence 
Holmes, Susan McCormick, Stacie 
and Josh Armendariz pause with 
Pastor Mike Wallman and poten-
tial new member Israel Salazar, 2, 
Josh’s cousin.

Session business includes pastor search actions
At a called Session meeting May 

31, St. Andrew elders approved 
the appointment of the Personnel 
Committee to search for a new inter-
im pastor and make a recommenda-
tion to the Session.

The committee consists of 
Barbara Park, chair, and Louie 
Reynolds, Wanda Wise-Latta, Sue 
Steding and Scott Coulson.

The Session also approved ap-
pointments to the St. Andrew Mission 
Study Committee. The committee 
will spend the next several months 
doing the study that is required to 
be completed before the search for a 
permanent pastor can begin.

The study includes such things as  
St. Andrew’s history, the demograph-
ics of the congregation and the com-
munity, church goals and the future 
direction of the church.

Those committee members are 
Desi Coulson, Diane Burke, Joyce 
Johnson, Pat Laflin, Sue Steding and 
Joe Benitez.

In other church news:
—Vacation Bible School is sched-

uled for June 20-24 from 5 to 8 p.m. 
If you have not yet volunteered to 
help, but would like to, contact Joe 
Hamner or Joyce Johnson. 

Help is needed in the areas 
of  crafts, snacks and recreation. 
Donations also are welcome to help 
with VBS expenses.

The VBS theme this year is “Surf 
Shack.”

—At a congregational meeting 
in April, church members elected 
Sue Steding, Criss Kiefer and Steve 
Stiles to the Session Class of 2019 
and Merlyn Hamner and Josh 
Armendariz to the Board of Deacons 
Class of 2019. One vacancy remains 
on the Board of Deacons Class of 
2019.

Elected as at-large members of 
the Nominating Committee were 
Wanda Wise-Latta, Pat Laflin, Joyce 

Johnson, Diane Carter and Lola 
Cizan. Session representatives to 
the committee are Barbara Park and 
Desi Coulson. The deacons will se-
lect their representative to the com-
mittee later.

—At its May 17 meeting, the 
Session elected as corporate of-
ficers Barbara Park, president; 

Joe Hamner, vice president; Patti 
Rosales, treasurer, and Chris Mahr, 
secretary. Chris Mahr also was re-
elected Clerk of Session.

Desi Coulson and Steve Stiles 
will serve as commissioners to the 
Presbytery, and Sue Steding and 
Scott Coulson will serve as alter-
nates.  

Congregation grows with new members
St. Andrew has four new mem-

bers and a soon-to-be new member, 
pending her baptism.

Susan McCormick, Clarence 
Holmes, Josh Armendariz and his 
daughter Stacie were received into 
membership at the Session’s March 
29 meeting and presented to the 
congregation on Sunday, April 3, 
when Stacie, 12, also was baptized.

Stephanie Armendariz, 9, also 
Josh’s daughter and Stacie’s sister, 
was welcomed into membership at 
the Session’s May 17 meeting, pend-
ing her baptism this month. 

Stacie and Stephanie began 
attending St. Andrew with their 
grandmother, Lois Armendariz, sev-
eral years ago, and have attended 
Vacation Bible School  and Sunday 
School and 
helped out in the 
church kitchen 
for potlucks and 
other events. 
Stacie also plays 
in the bell choir 
and helps out 
with candle-light-
ing.

“I’ve accept-
ed Jesus in my 
heart,” Stacie 
said about her 
decision to be baptized and join the 
church.

“I like this church and want to be 
baptized here,” Stephanie said. “All 
the people are really nice.”

Their dad, Josh, grew up in the 
church, but left it for awhile before 
deciding to return. “This church is 
like home for me,” he said, adding. “I 
want to come back home.”

A cook at the Marriott, Josh has 
become involved in various church 
activities including being elected 
to the Board of Deacons where he 
hopes to serve and give back for “the 
true miracles in my life. I see God 
working in my life all the time.”

Susan and Clarence moved to 
the Coachella Valley from North 
Carolina where they were active 
members of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Raleigh.

Married in 1998 in Philadelphia, 
they decided a spiritual journey was 

(Continued on page 8.)
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St. Andrew family members in 
need of prayer for guidance, healing 
and strength.

Avice Beetler
Jacquie Bethel

Lola Cizan
Katie DaLuiso

Annie & Jef f DeBeck

Birthdays
June 3 Jim Franson
June 6 Polly Schiff
June 12 Joni Wallman
June 13 Denise Stiles
June 14 Ludivina Contreras
June 20 Jeff DeBeck
June 28 Marci Benitez
June 29 Marc Benitez
June 30 Diane Speer
July 1 Allison Coulson
  Heath Ortiz
July 2 Thomas Speer
July 6 Halmar Chicas
  Ray Encinas
July 7 Artemisa Gutierrez
  Leslie Latta
July 10 Thomas Park
  Alan Schiff
July 12 Artemisa Gutierrez
July 15 Malinda Becerra
July 18 Dianne Nilsen
July 24 Barbara Park
July 26 Louis Reynolds

Anniversaries
June 6 Barbara & Thomas Park
June 15 Dianne & Norman Nilsen
June 16 Mary Jane & Del Boyer

If a birth date or anniversary isn’t list-
ed, the church doesn’t have it in the com-
puter. Office staff asks that those people 
call to update their records.

Matthew Ellis
Millie Fernquist

Alan Harrell
John Hale

Virginia Johnson
Latta family

Joe Nicholson
Ralph Oakley

Melba Scarborough
Cheryl Sevier

John Stout
Bev Watson

Persons with prayer requests or 
who would like to become part of 
the prayer chain ministry should call 
Merlyn Hamner, 398-5713.

Lilies and a floral cross highlight the choir loft during the Easter service.

At a Choir Recognition Day recently, St. Andrew members and friends 
had the opportunity to thank the musicians and choir members for making 
worship services meaningful and full of joy with their beautiful music.

Current choir members are Joe Benitez, Judith Cassity, Lola Cizan (mu-
sic librarian), Bruce Cranston, Jeff DeBeck, Joyce Johnson, Wanda Wise-
Latta, May LeRoy (accompanist), Karen Luoto (organist, pianist and handbell 
director), Betty Morgin, Barbara Park, Judy Patterson, Louis Reynolds, Polly 
Schiff (choir director), Pastor Mike Wallman and Kate Williams. Seasonal 
choir members are Allison Coulson, Mary Lois Long, Betty Mah, Shirley 
Miller and Bonnie Pearson.

On leave or retired are Annie DeBeck, Virginia Johnson, Sondra 
Crusha, Jacquie Bethel, Alan Harrell, Esther Mae Ellis (organist) and Phyllis 
Thornburgh.

Bell choir members are Stacie Armendariz, Judith Cassity, Desi Coulson, 
Melanie Hamner, Joyce Johnson, Criss Kiefer, Wanda Wise-Latta, Karen 
Luoto (conductor) and Laurea Schneider.

Choir members recognized for beautiful music
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St. Andrew choir performs during Choir Appreciation Day, Sunday, April 17.
—photo by Frank Cassity

Notes from the choir loft

on p

 As we close 
in on another 
summer in the 
desert, it is hard 
to believe that 
we have gone 
through another 
musical season 
(Sept. thru May).  
It is also hard to 
fathom the fact I 
started my retirement journey over 
10 years ago—in 2005.

I started conducting the choir 
and bells at St. Andrew in November 
of 2005—with a two year hiatus 
for a few years due to a medical 
issue. When the opportunity arose 
and I was asked if I would come 
back—it was a very happy yes from 
me.  While the choir is a bit smaller 
than it was in 2005, the sound is still 
amazing coming from our volunteer 
singers. There are some Sundays 
that I shake my head and ponder 
how lucky I am to have this group. 
Other churches have paid soloists, 
etc, but I’ll take the St. Andrew choir 
any day!

They are a dedicated and 
friendly group who make every 
effort to be there every Sunday—
(before most of you are even eating 
breakfast) at our 8 a.m. sharp 
downbeat to begin the rehearsal for 
that Sunday.

God has really blessed this 
church with the singers, ringers, and 

musicians who give of their time to 
make every worship experience at 
St. Andrew a musically satisfying 
experience—for the choir and for the 
congregation. 

It is really a labor of love from 
each of these musical people. A 
choir is more than its absolute 
number of members. Every single 
singer contributes to the success 
of the choir. Without a doubt, their 
voices contribute to the overall 
success and atmosphere of our 
church life. They are loyal and true 
to their mission of presenting the 
music with heart and soul.

If you are interested in becoming 
a ringer or singer in our music 
program, please call me and we 
can make arrangements. We have 
extra robes that were ordered so 
there’s room for more singers.  Give 
it prayerful consideration—the bell 
ringers and singers are a powerful 
part of our church’s ministry and we 
are always seeking more members. 

During the summer we will have 
special music provided by volunteers 
who will pick their piece to sing, 
ring, or play an instrument. The sign 
up sheet is on my desk in the choir 
room or you can catch me after 
church and let me know you’d like 
to do something. If we have no sign 
up for a particular Sunday I will put 

out a call for anyone who wants to 
sing with a summer choir to come 
on that day at 8 a.m. to rehearse 
and learn the anthem in one hour. 
No robes will be worn, and it will 
be music presented that is easy yet 
melodic. This is the time for anyone 
sitting in the congregation who just 
wants to try it for one Sunday and 
see how you’d like it.

In the meantime—keep cool 
and enjoy the coming days of our 
summer season.

—Polly Schiff, director of music

During the 
month of April, the 
members and friends 
of St. Andrew 
collected socks 
and underwear for 
the boys that are 
housed at Father’s Heart Ranch in 
Desert Hot Springs. The Mission 
Committee is pleased to announce 
that 106 pairs of socks and 99 
pieces of individual underwear were 
delivered to them on May 6.

The gift of the month for June 
will be collecting peanut butter and 
jelly for the USO (United Service 
Organization) to feed the Marines 
travelling through Palm Springs 
airport to and from 29 Palms Marine 
base.

Also, the Mission Committee 
is blessed to have collected $646 
through the Pentecost offering 
of which 40 percent will be 
forwarded on to Jordan Ministries in 
Coachella. Their ministry supports 
lesser advantaged young people 
who are being given training and 
encouragement in the Lord, as 
well as giving out food at various 
holidays and backpacks to children 
at the beginning of school each 
year.

—by Carol Kocherhans
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 Recurring Sunday schedule
9:30 a.m.: Worship
10:30 a.m.: Fellowship & coffee

Wednesday, June 1
8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.: Registrar of Voters 

class
Friday, June 3

11 a.m.: Bridge Club
3 p.m.: Rehearsal for recital

Saturday, June 4
3 p.m.: Modern Men and Lyric 

Chamber Ensemble
Sunday, June 5

9:30 a.m.: Communion
Monday, June 6

11 a.m.: Bridge Club
3:30 p.m.: Men’s Bible Study

Tuesday, June 7
7 a.m..-8 p.m.: Voting precincts, 

fellowship hall
9:30 a.m.: Women’s Precepts Bible 

study
Wednesday, June 8

9:30 a.m. Quilters
Friday, June 10

11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Monday, June 13
11 a.m.: Bridge Club
3:30 p.m.: Men’s Bible study

Tuesday, June 14
9:30 a.m.: Women’s Precepts Bible 

study
11 a.m.: Bridge Club
4 p.m.: Mission Committee

Wednesday, June 15
9:30 a.m.: Quilters 

Friday, June 17
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Sunday, June 19
Father’s Day

Monday, June 20
5-8 p.m.: Vacation Bible School

Tuesday, June 21
9:30 a.m.: Women’s Precepts Bible 

study
10 a.m.: Elizabeth Circle
5-8 p.m.: Vacation Bible School

Wednesday, June 22
5-8 p.m.: Vacation Bible School

Thursday, June 23
5-8 p.m.: Vacation Bible School

Friday, June 24
5-8 p.m.: Vacation Bible School

Sunday, June 26
8:45 a.m.: Breakfast Morning Worship
 Vacation Bible School program
June birthdays are asked to contribute 

$1/year to sound system
Monday, June 27

11 a.m.: Bridge Club
3:30 p.m.: Men’s Bible Study

Tuesday, June 28
9:30 a.m.: Women’s Precept Bible Study
11 a.m.: Bridge Club
6:30 p.m.: Session

Wednesday, June 29
9:30 a.m.: Quilters

Friday, July 1
11 a.m.: Bridge Club 

Sunday, July 3
Communion

Monday, July 4
Independence Day

Tuesday, July 5
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Wednesday, July 6
9:30 a.m.: Quilters

Friday, July 8
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Monday, July 11
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Tuesday, July 12
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Wednesday, July 13
9:30 a.m.: Quilters

Friday, July 15
11 a.m.: Bridge Club
5 p.m.: Messenger deadline

Monday, July 18
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Tuesday, July 19
11 a.m.: Bridge Club
6:30 p.m.: Session

Wednesday, July 20
9:30 a.m.: Quilters

Friday, July 22
11 a.m. Bridge Club

Monday, July 25
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Tuesday, July 26
11 a.m.: Bridge Club
7 p.m.: Deacons

Wednesday, July 27
9:30 a.m.: Quilters

Friday, July 29
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Sunday, July 31
8:45 a.m.: Breakfast Morning Worship
July birthdays are asked to contribute 

$1/year to sound system
Unless otherwise noted, all calendar 

activities are at the church. “Call” 
indicates location was not announced.

St. Andrew 
congregation has 

active season
Facing page, clockwise from top 
left: packing blessing bags for the 
homeless; choir director Polly 
Schiff, center left, and choir member 
Judy Cassity, center right, visit with 
Sidney, one of Polly’s music stu-
dents, and her mother after the Lyric 
Chamber Ensemble program; Merlyn 
Hamner supervises Pastor Mike 
Wallman as he cooks pancakes 
for Shrove Tuesday dinner; from 
left, Rev. Dr. Bill Johnson and wife 
Joyce, Pastor  Mike Wallman, Rev. 
Dr. Jack Michael Loo, Barbara and 
Thomas Park and Criss and Ronald 
Kiefer at the Faith Renewal Weekend 
dinner; St. Andrew members and 
friends, from left, Carol Kocherhans, 
Helen Smith, Barbara Cousins, Josh 
Armendariz and Bob Barrie, help 
FIND Food Bank prepare to distrib-
ute food to the needy.
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St. Andrew 
congregation 

has active 
season
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The mission of St. Andrew Community Presbyterian Church is to glorify God, encourage commitment 
to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and prepare all to serve Him.

or current resident

of view without putting them on the spot. He really 
has a gift.” Alan also served as chairman of the Pastor 
Nominating Committee that conducted the search for 
a previous pastor.  

His love of music is evident in his long-time com-
mitment to the choir and more recently the bell choir. 
His exceptional voice has resulted in him frequently 
singing solos at Sunday services and on other occa-
sions such as the memorial service for the late Sam 
Hale, husband of long-time St. Andrew member Daisy 
Hale. “I really love his voice, and when I asked him to 
sing at Sam’s service, he was so willing and happy to 
do it,” Daisy said. Others said Alan always is willing to 
go the extra mile when help is needed. During a brief 
period in 2012 when St. Andrew had no choir director, 
Alan and Desi Coulson planned music for the Easter 
service and volunteered to lead the choir until its 
summer hiatus. “He’s enthusiastic, always helping the 
other singers, and willing to do anything to help,” said 
Polly Schiff, choir director. A number of  St. Andrew 
members have benefitted from Alan’s kindness and 
compassion. “They (Alan and wife Linda Beal) took 
people under their wing and saw them through tough 
times,” Barbara said.  “He has a personal touch of 
love and concern. He’ll give you a hug and ask how 
you’re doing.”  

In appreciation for the love and support he con-
tinually gives St. Andrew and its members and friends, 
we present this award to Alan Harrell.

Pastor Mike to depart for Oceanside
In his time at St. Andrew, Mike has accomplished a lot 

including leading a men’s weekly Bible study, guiding the 
Stewardship Committee through a successful stewardship 
campaign, redesigning and updating the church’s web page, 
getting church committees more organized, giving inspiring 
sermons and participating in various church activities includ-
ing the summer Vacation Bible School. 

In his letter to the congregation, Mike said, “Know that 
(wife) Joni and I have loved being at St. Andrew for the last 
year and a half. We have made some life-long friends and 
partners in Christ’s ministry. Keep up the great work we have 
begun.”

The St. Andrew Personnel Committee, chaired by Elder 
Barbara Park, already is at work searching for a new interim 
pastor to serve the church until a permanent pastor is se-
lected.

(Continued from page 1.)

2016 Hurkey Creek Award 
presented to Alan Harrell important to both of them. “It’s what we want to do togeth-

er,” Susan said. After moving to the valley from Raleigh, they 
attended the Palm Desert Presbyterian Church for awhile. 
However, Bev Watson who met Susan in the Read  With 
Me school volunteer program, encouraged them to attend 
St. Andrew, which they did. “We felt the warmth here,” 
Clarence said. “It felt like Raleigh all over again. The shoe fit.”

Previously a real estate broker, Clarence works at Westin 
Mission Hills as a golf marshall and Susan is a nurse who’s 
looking at doing something in public health here.

(Continued from page 3.)

St. Andrew ‘fits’ new members


