
2015 Justice Project 
Save the Date: Sunday, July 26!  
The 2015 Justice Project: The March Continues 
is a grassroots, broad-based campaign to motivate all our 
communities to be welcoming, inclusive and diverse. Its 
inspiration is the 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s galvanizing speech at a North Shore rally of 
thousands on the Winnetka Village Green in 1965 in 
support of fair housing. More on page 3
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Quality of Life, e(Q)uality of Place

John Lewis of SNCC, Bill Moyer and the Rev. Emory Davis 
of the North Shore Summer Project lead a march from 
Kenilworth to the North Shore Board of Realtors in Evanston.

“Living in a walkable community is 
better for my health! I can ride my 
bike to work and be home or to my 
son’s school in five minutes if there 
is an emergency. I also get to know 
more people in the community!” 
Iden, Special Education Teacher, Lives in Evanston

Open Communities and Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT) 
released a joint guidebook to create more inclusive, welcoming and 
economically viable communities by planning for housing near transit 
(commonly called Transit-Oriented Development or TOD). CNT and 
Open Communities found that Chicago’s northern suburbs have fallen 
short in mixed income TOD. The supply of affordable rentals near transit 
is under threat. For moderate income households, the combined cost of 
housing and transportation now exceeds 56% of total household income.

However, when TOD includes households of all incomes, resilient 
economic development occurs: the cost of living declines, access to jobs 
increases, tax bases and diversity grow, and climate impacts decrease. The 
free guidebook lays out zoning incentives, financing and acquisition tools, 
targeted infrastructure investments, public participation approaches, 
and fair housing policies to help communities implement more TOD. 
Its focus is on Chicago’s northern suburbs, but these approaches can be 
applied everywhere.

We look forward to working with 
municipalities to develop more tools and 
policies that communities can use to 
grow, thereby connecting more workers 
to more job opportunities, reducing 
traffic, supporting a healthy climate, 
growing the tax base by spurring new 
development, supporting diversity, and 
much more. Visit our website for the full 
report, underwritten by a grant from the 
Sally Mead Hands Foundation.



Selma 1965. North Shore 1965. North Shore 2015.

When is remembrance an affirmative act? When an emotional connection develops 
between the memory and its present day descendant and inspires the still, small voice 
within to speak. 

In the closing credits of the film Selma, when the audience is numb from watching 
police batons pummel Black citizens simply seeking the right to vote, a rap song refers 
to Ferguson. One feels empathy for those fighting for their rights in the past, present, 
and future.

When you see women and men of all races and religions marching arms locked and 
singing freedom songs, whether in black & white television footage of the 1960s or 
today’s social media color, you feel the undercurrent of an even stronger pull of human 
solidarity.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. famously said that protest is the language of the 
unheard. But when those who are disenfranchised come together with those who 
have plenty, it can turn into a tidal wave of change. In 1965, we saw this in Selma and 
on the Winnetka Village Green: “good people” no longer remained on the sidelines. 
Everyone joined as allies, as equals. The circle was unbroken.

I recently wrote a history of the North Shore Summer Project, the movement from 
which Open Communities descends, for a book to be published this fall: The Chicago 
Freedom Movement Revisited (University of Kentucky Press). I had the pleasure of 
talking to a few of the thousands of north 
suburban men and women who marched 
and rallied for fair housing in 1965. 
That sense of moral purpose gave people 
energy and hope. “More and more, society 
was alive with a sense of something big 
happening; something exciting, important, 
valuable happening all over the country,” 
the late Jean Cleland recalled to me.

Today, fifty years later, we feel that 
same sense of aliveness – that belief that 
something big is happening in our nation. 
Open Communities joins with all who 
are speaking out for just and inclusive 
communities such as Black Lives Matter, 
Occupy Wall Street, the People’s Climate 
March, and United We Dream to build a 
society in which all are valued and all are 
included.

Please join us on the Winnetka Village 
Green on Sunday, July 26th to pool 
together our hope for a beloved North 
Shore community free of prejudice, under 
the banner of the 2015 Justice Project: 
The March Continues. Together, we can 
realize our nation’s promise as a place where 
freedom really does ring for all.
– Gail Schechter
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Open Communities’ mission is to educate, 
advocate and organize to promote just and 
inclusive communities in north suburban 
Chicago.
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Executive Director’s Letter

“What About Chicago’s North Shore?”
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Our inspiration is the upcoming 50th anniversary celebration 
of Dr. Martin Luther King’s historic address in 1965 to 10,000 
gathered on the Winnetka Village Green, during which he called 
for fair and open housing markets. Today, fair housing is the law of 
the land. But inclusive communities, where everyone feels welcome 
regardless of race, age, ability, income, or sexual orientation, are 
still a dream. 

In partnership with organizations across the northern suburbs 
of Chicago, we aim to embark upon the next 50 years by first 
defining and then helping to shape truly welcoming communities. 
Our goals are to: 
 �Raise awareness of continued housing inequalities regionally 
and nationally, and organize action to end them.
 �Point out that today, unlike in 1965, equal housing is one of 
many necessary ways to achieve inclusive and diverse suburbs.
 �Build a constituency that will support political leadership for 
social change.
 � Incrementally help pass policies and programs – suburb by 
suburb – that advance justice and build community in a variety 
of sectors. 

In order to achieve these goals, the 2015 Justice Project has 
created a set of “Principles for a Welcoming Community,” 
which are standards similar to the LEED certification of 
environmental sustainability or the Good Housekeeping Seal of 

Approval. These Principles will give suburbs a template to follow for 
becoming more welcoming, and also give constituents a way to hold 
their communities accountable. Our areas of focus include: Access, 
Safety and Engagement.

We intend to hold two major gatherings in 2015 to celebrate 
and launch the Justice Project: 1) a “March Continues” rally on 
the Winnetka Village Green on Sunday, July 26, to mark the 
anniversary of Dr. King’s speech; and 2) a fall education conference 
exploring different approaches and paths that communities can take 
to become more welcoming. This conference would also launch 
organizing groups in each of our service area’s 16 northern suburbs: 
Deerfield, Evanston, Glencoe, Glenview, Highland Park, Highwood, 
Kenilworth, Lincolnwood, Morton Grove, Niles, Northbrook, 
Northfield, Park Ridge, Skokie, Wilmette, and Winnetka.   

We envision a multi-year process that will gradually build and 
gain momentum as we measure the progress of our 16 communities, 
year-to-year, in accordance with our Principles. We welcome 
participation from individuals and organizations throughout the 
region! We have a long way to go, and we need everyone’s help. But 
we know change will happen and we are eager for the days to come. 
As Dr. King said, “The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends 
towards justice.” 

To get involved or join our growing list of partners, please visit 
http://www.open-communities.org/Get_Involved/Justice_2015 today! 

2015 Justice Project: The March Continues
One of the most ambitious initiatives in Open Communities’ history, the 2015 Justice Project: 
The March Continues is a new grassroots social justice movement that is reshaping the ideals of 
our founders for the 21st Century.

evanston/north shore

Congresswoman 
Jan Schakowsky

State Senator 
Daniel Biss

State 
Representative 
Robyn Gabel

our 2015 Justice Project Partners: Join Them!
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ADvOCACy 
BriEfS

Glenview: “We Want 
to Be a Welcoming 
Community”

In March 2015, the Village 
of Glenview reversed its own 
August 2013 ordinance that 
allowed landlords to discriminate 
against voucher holders despite 
Cook County’s inclusion of 
Housing Choice Vouchers as 
protected under “source of 
income” in its fair housing 
law. Glenview also has been 
developing and planning for 
affordable housing.
      We applaud the Village 
for taking positive action to 
ensure a just and inclusive 
community. We also thank 
the many Glenview residents, 
congregations, and the League 
of Women Voters of Glenview 
for their passionate testimony 
and advocacy on behalf of low-
income families and all people 
who have historically suffered 
from discrimination and who are 
protected by fair housing laws.

Wilmette Cares
Wilmette Cares, a grassroots 

group of residents founded 
in 2013 with the assistance of 
Open Communities, has created 
a short video, “Embracing 
Our Diversity, Preserving 
Our Heritage, Keeping Our 
Promises.” The video, funded 
by the Sally Mead Hands 
Foundation, was produced by 
John Yaworsky (Nimble Digital 
Media), a lifelong Wilmette 
resident. Its intent is to promote 
public support for mixed-
income housing and to save the 
35-year-old Housing Assistance 
Program as a Village-financed 
program. For more information, 
contact Lorelei McClure, 
President of Wilmette Cares, at 
wilmettecares@gmail.com.

41 Women Graduate From Parent Mentor Program
Parent Mentors 
provide extra eyes, 
ears, and hands 
in the classroom, 
and help connect 
teachers to the 
culture of the 
community. 

Since February 2013, Open Communities has partnered with the Niles Township Schools’ 
ELL Parent Center to implement the Parent Mentor Program, a nationally recognized model 
initiated by the Logan Square Neighborhood Association (LSNA) for building deep and 
lasting relationships between students, teachers, and parents. In addition to attending training 
workshops, parents are assigned to a classroom (not their own child’s) where they are mentored by 
a teacher and work one-on-one and in small groups with children. 

Liliana Salcido, who immigrated to the US from Mexico, is a stellar example of the program’s 
success. A graduate of the Instituto Tecnológico de Durango with a degree in biochemistry, 
she wanted to offer her expertise to her daughter’s school community. She has been a Parent 
Mentor for two years, and is also now an Outreach Worker for Open Communities’ Foreclosure 
Prevention program.

“The Parent Mentor Program helped me to overcome my fears and get out of my comfort zone 
to push myself to achieve my goal,” Salcido said. “I have learned more about the American school 
system, gained confidence to speak to teachers, and gained more respect and appreciation for 
other countries and cultures. I’m very grateful to be part of this program for the second time, and 
I really wish more parents could have the 
same experience. We are more than just 
parents who take care of our households 
and our children. We have a lot to offer 
to the community.”

Parent Mentors specifically address 
the needs of primary students, many 
of whom need extra support in grades 
pre-K-3 because they are gaining literacy 
in two languages. Parent Mentors 
provide extra eyes, ears, and hands in the 
classroom, and help connect teachers 
to the culture of the community. From 
October 2014 to February 2015, 41 
parents at eight schools completed 4,700 
hours in Niles Township classrooms.

Uzma Awan, Donna Parker, Diana Juarez, State Senator 
Daniel Biss, & Alex Garcia
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ADvOCACy 
BriEfS

Open Communities 
Discourages Crime Free 
Ordinances

Open Communities supports 
Senate Bill 1547, which will 
protect tenants and landlords 
from evictions, fines, or loss of 
business simply because they call 
the police for help. In at least 
35 municipalities in Illinois, 
Crime Free Rental Housing, or 
Nuisance Property Ordinances, 
have been enacted and include 
penalties when police are called 
to the property. 

These ordinances are 
punitive against survivors of 
domestic violence and people 
with disabilities. They also 
disproportionately affect people 
of color. Thanks to a grant 
to Open Communities from 
HUD through the Fair Housing 
Initiatives Program, we are 
working with the Sargent Shriver 
National Center on Poverty 
Law to design a Healthy Homes 
Ordinance to address these 
issues in a positive and non-
discriminatory manner.

Get Involved!
If you would like to be 
involved in any of these Open 
Communities campaigns, please 
contact Brendan Saunders 
at 847-501-5760, x402 or 
brendan@open-communities.org. 

Advocacy Allows Woman to Stay in Wilmette
This is a story of advocacy at its best. It’s the story of Betsy,* who 
has a disability and loves Wilmette, the community where she grew up. 

A graduate of New Trier High School, she has a network of support and feels strongly connected 
to the village. “It is where I feel safe,” she said. 

Thanks to Wilmette’s Housing Assistance Program (HAP), which was founded in 1982 to assist 
low-income seniors and families with permanent disabilities to remain in the village through housing 
support payments, Betsy was able to rent an accessible apartment for herself and her caregiver.   

But in 2014, Wilmette began phasing out public funding for HAP. On top of that, Betsy’s 
landlord sold the building where she lived and moved to Florida. It was a double whammy. She 
lost her apartment and began to realize as she searched for a new place that many landlords in the 
village discriminate against Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8) holders. “Landlords were telling 
me, ‘I wish you would’ve told me she had a Section 8 Voucher. We don’t allow that here,’ and, ‘We 
don’t accept those people,’” Betsy said. 

Yes, it’s against the law to refuse someone an apartment because they have the voucher, which 
evens the playing field for low-income families by subsidizing a portion of fair market rent 
payments. As of August 8, 2013, thanks in part to the work of Open Communities, landlords 
in Cook County can no longer legally refuse to rent solely on the basis of a household’s voucher 
status. But Betsy was finding that Wilmette’s decision to phase out public funding of HAP 
represented a new, less-than-welcoming attitude towards lower income renters.

“I’m really upset that the Village is doing this with HAP funding’,” said Betsy’s mother Sharon. 
“Fifteen years ago, it helped keep Betsy independent and still home in the village until she was 
awarded the Section 8 voucher. In the past, HAP organizers have reiterated that people like Betsy 
are the reason HAP exists.” 

As Betsy and her family struggled to help her find housing in the place where she grew up, local 
social service agencies encouraged Betsy and her caregiver to search for apartments in Evanston, where 
landlords might be more amendable. But Betsy was adamant about staying in her own community. 

Still, roadblocks kept emerging. After months of searching, Betsy found a home, but in order 
for the rental application to be approved, the Cook County Housing Authority needed a copy of 
the land deed and a tax identification letter from the landowner, both of which the rental agency 
declined to provide. In addition, the rental agency requested Betsy’s credit score, but she had none 
because she had never been issued a credit card. Although Betsy has been a Voucher Holder for 
13 years, and was listed as an “exemplary tenant” by her long-time landlord, she was still being 
challenged.

Luckily, Betsy’s mother, Sharon, called Open Communities in September 2014 to ask for help. 
Open Communities’ staff explained that because of the Source of Income ordinance that passed 
in August 2013, the landlord could not refuse to rent to Betsy and must provide the necessary 
documents. We spoke with the Housing Authority, which administers the voucher program, and 
the landlord; arranged for the deed to be sent; and gave the landlord information about how to 
request a tax ID letter. Betsy soon had all eligibility requirements met. 

Her family was thrilled – not just for Betsy but for Wilmette. As Sharon stated, “Betsy is a 
definite positive addition to the community. She is good and kind. Kindness is what community is 
all about.”

We agree.
* Names of daughter and mother have been changed

If you or someone you know 
is experiencing discrimination  
in renting or buying a home, 
contact Open Communities at (847) 501-5760.
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Open Communities Makes a Difference!
Recycle local dollars while helping to create great places to live.  

In addition to fair housing enforcement, 
Open Communities’ other housing 
programs – Homesharing,  Foreclo-
sure Prevention and Landlord/Tenant 
Counseling – recycle local dollars while 
helping to create great places to live.
Your generous donations to Open 
Communities allows us to assist low-
income families, people of color, new 
immigrants, seniors, and people with 
disabilities to gain a foothold or remain 
in the northern suburbs – and that’s a 
boon for everyone who lives here! 

Homesharing adds up: 
Homesharing is a free and confidential 
housing service that matches residents who have rooms to share with renters who need them. Between 
2009 and 2013, we facilitated 111 Homesharing matches, with an average rent of $500 per month. 
These matches:
 �Provided north suburban homeowners with an additional $712,850 in income. 
 �Saved renters a cumulative total of $583,355 by offering under market rates.
 �Enabled 32% of home seekers to live in the same town where they work, reducing commuting costs.
 �Helped people with disabilities to keep their housing in 23% of matches.
 � Included seniors (age 60+) as 59% of all home providers and 22% of home seekers.
 �Made room for children: 11 home providers and 6 home seekers who were parents of young children.
 � Included people of color in 40% of all matches.

Foreclosure Prevention has a ripple effect: 
The Woodstock Institute projects that each foreclosure costs neighborhoods in Cook County an 
average of $159,000. With this in mind, the 600 homeowners whom Open Communities’ HUD-
certified housing counselors assisted in preventing foreclosure also upheld property values for all.
 �One-third of our assisted homeowners received a trial loan modification offer through their lender 
or as part of the Making Home Affordable program.
 �100% immigrants and people of color assisted by staff were in a high-cost loan originally, versus 
79% of native-born whites.

Landlord/Tenant Counseling keeps people in their homes: 
We counseled 563 renters and landlords last year. 
 �We inform our callers of their rights and responsibilities, providing education for basic questions 
and avoiding fees that average $400 per hour with a lawyer. For those needing legal advice, we 
provide referrals.
 �Each month, Open Communities provides practical advice to an average of 47 tenants and landlords. 
 �30% of calls are from tenants about the need for heat, hot water, and repairs.
 �30% are related to evictions and lockouts.
 �20% of callers have disagreements over security deposits.
 � In all of the above, Open Communities combines practical advice, knowledge of ordinances and 
sometimes the facilitation of municipal inspections or legal referrals to stabilize often stressful 
housing situations.
 �We primarily assist people of color (57%) and immigrants (27%); 19% also have a disability. 

UpgrADE 
yOUr 
BUilDiNg 
with No-Cost Services  
from Elevate Energy

Elevate Energy offers free 
building assessments and 
cost-effective solutions to help 
you save money and energy. 
Building services are available 
for multifamily buildings (two 
or more units), nonprofit 
facilities, and childcare centers 
across Illinois. 

Apply today: 
Contact Elevate Energy at 
855.372.8377 or 
buildings@ElevateEnergy.org.

WElCOmE 
new staff! 
Carrie Cutler,  
Shared Housing Coordinator

Tim Delong,  
Housing Counselor
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Jackie Grossmann:  
We Are So Grateful

How many 
people can say 
they have made 
tangible, positive 
differences in the 
lives of hundreds 
of people? Jackie 
Grossmann can. 

For the last 18 years, Jackie has been Open Communities’ 
Director of Homesharing, a free and confidential service 
that matches residents who have rooms to share with renters 
who need them. She also has advised Homesharing groups 
nationwide, including acting as co-chair of the National Shared 
Housing Resource Center. Throughout the northern suburbs, 
Jackie has made possible more than 600 housing matches. Each 
match represents two sides of the same perfect coin: a north 
suburban resident has been able to stay in his or her own home 
and a home seeker has been able to find a reasonably-priced place 
to live, often by paying a modest rent as well as providing other 
necessary services such as grocery shopping or companionship. 

With rents from $200 to $600 per month, Homesharing is an 
important housing option in any community, but it is also a way 
to help build a diverse community. Over half of these matches 
were inter-racial, multi-cultural, intergenerational, or involving 
people with disabilities. In other words, Jackie has single-
handedly helped to build a more inclusive community. 

Throughout Jackie’s career, she has quietly, sensitively and 
passionately ensured that each new match gave everyone involved 
the chance to forge a mutually supportive relationship. And, 
thanks to Jackie’s stewardship of the program and our valued 
funders, we are pleased to reassure our communities that we 
will continue to offer Homesharing in the future. Her local as 
well as national leadership in Homesharing has made Open 
Communities extremely proud. 

Please join us in wishing Jackie well and thanking her for 
making a difference that will last well into the future.

Tips for Tenants 
Oliver Jury, our Landlord-Tenant Liaison, receives an average 
of 47 calls per month. Here are some tips from him to help 
tenants to be proactive rather than reactive in their dealings with 
landlords: 

1. Always pay your rent.
At any point that rent goes unpaid, landlords have the right to 
issue a notice for payment. Once issued, landlords do not have 
to accept anything other than full payment. If rent is unpaid, 
landlords can file for possession of the unit in court. In other 
words, they can begin the eviction process. The mere filing for 
possession does not automatically result in eviction, but future 
landlords and lending institutions will see that there was legal 
action taken, which can damage your credit and can prevent 
you from accessing housing. If your unit needs repairs, and the 
landlord is not addressing them despite proper notice, depending 
on the severity, you may have the right to make repairs yourself 
(keep the receipts) and deduct that cost from your rent. Call 
Oliver for more information on “repair and deduct.” Make sure 
you get written receipts for your rent payments if you pay in cash 
or by money order.

2. Scrutinize your potential landlord.
They say that when you interview with a potential employer, 
you should also be doing a little interviewing of your own. It is 
the same with landlords. They are assessing you, as they should 
be. But you should also be assessing them. And one of the main 
characteristics of a good landlord is someone who is actively 
involved with her or his property. 

3. Read your lease before you sign it!
Often, there are lease provisions added to a standard lease that 
clarify gray areas. For example, who is responsible for shoveling 
snow? Paying utilities? You never know what you’ll be held 
accountable for if you don’t read every clause. Reading your lease 
will also ensure you get your security deposit back in full. It’s the 
best way to avoid costly deductions from your deposit.

4.   Remember that landlords cannot evict you  
for standing up for yourself.

Learn your rights as a tenant and how to exercise them. 

Oliver can be reached at (847) 501-5760, ext. 411 or oliver@
open-communities.org. He has hours in Evanston at the Levy 
Center on the first Thursday of every month from 9am-12pm. 
He also has hours at the Civic Center all other Thursdays from 
9am-12pm.
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E-Newsletter Signup
Get news faster and help 
us save on postage costs by 
signing up to receive the 
newsletter and announcements 
by email. Go to open-
communities.org to sign up. 

Follow Open Communities  
on Facebook,Twitter and 
Instagram

614 Lincoln Avenue
Winnetka, Illinois 60093-2331

gET iNvOlvED! 
Join our board. We are looking 
for board members. Inquiries may 
be sent to Gail Schechter:  
gail@open-communities.org

Volunteer technology skills. 
We are looking for someone to 
assist in organizing our database. 
High school students welcome.  
Contact Gail Schechter:  
gail@open-communities.org

Send your photo! Our 
initiative “We Are the North 
Shore” aims to highlight our 
diversity. Send your photo 
holding a sign saying “I am the 
North Shore” and a typed blurb 
of who you are to wearetheNS@
gmail.com. 
View all submissions at www.
wearethenorthshore.tumblr.com

Become a Fair Housing Tester 
and earn a modest stipend while 
providing a valuable service. This 
is the primary way we investigate 
housing discrimination.

Becoming a 
Welcoming 
Community, 
50 years later 
When: Tuesday, April 28 at 5 pm 
Location:  Northwestern 
University, Evanston (at the 
Norris Student Center, Wildcat 
Room 101A).  

Open Communities is hosting a 
panel on the 1965 North Shore 
Summer Project and the 2015 
Justice Project, featuring five 
speakers:
•  David Borris: President of 

Chicago Area Peace Action
•  Bennett Johnson: Evanston 

Civil Rights Leader
•  Kevin Leonard: Archivist at 

Northwestern University
•  Nina Raskin: Evanston Freedom 

Center Coordinator
•  Gail Schechter: Executive 

Director of Open Communities 

In honor of Fair Housing Month, 
Open Communities presents:

Coloring:
a Film by Arif Choudhury
Followed by a discussion
Free and open to the public

Monday, April 27th
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Skokie Public Library 
5215 Oakton Street, Skokie

How do we talk about our identities 
with our families, students and friends 
in the northern suburbs? 

Join filmmaker Choudhury, of 
Northbrook, and Open Communities 
for a dialogue about the questions we 
have and the conversations that can 
make us stronger.

For more information or to rSVP:  
Jes Scheinpflug (847) 501-5760 x502  
jes@open-communities.org
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